CASE STUDY:
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SUNSET BOOKS

MISSION

Create a production structure while maintaining creativity
and staying within the client’s budget.

THE CLIENT

Sunset Books produces gorgeous full-color books that
inspire readers to be creative with their living spaces. These
books are available in home improvement stores across the
nation, not traditional bookstores, so Sunset relies on eye-
catching photos and book design to assure the do-it-your-
self crowd that these books will help them create something
extraordinary.

THE CHALLENGE

When Sunset came to PG with these books, they were bogged
down by a time-intensive and expensive process, but they
were wary of giving up oversight of their product and new to
working with outside vendors. The team at Sunset selected
almost two hundred live pages from previous books and set
us the task of creating a design document and specs based
solely on the appearance of those existing pages.




Backyard Spaces

Backyard hardscaping includes patios, decks, and paths, which define
activity areas and lead you from one destination point to the next. The
materials you build with will influence the style and function of your
outdoor living spaces and will indicate whether your garden is meant to be
traveled through efficiently or leisurely. This chapter discusses all of your
hardscaping options, including suggestions on giving your garden height
and drama with trellises and arbors. It also covers the pros and cons of
incorporating a traditional lawn into the backyard when water is increasingly
precious.
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Designing with Containers

‘When it comes to the scale of patio containers, a common
mistake is to purchase ones that are too small. Landscape
designer Bernard Trainor has some advice: “When you're
shopping for a patio container, pick one in a style you like, then
double the size! A too-small pot can look pitiful against the

large scale of a house or patio. Also, the smaller the pot, the
more often it will need watering”

In a formal patio design, identical pots may be placed
symmetrically around the space; for a more casual look, choose
a variety of containers. Choose ones with a common thread
that ties them together; for instance, five pots of a similar
color but of different shapes and sizes.
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OUR SOLUTION

From the first two finished books, the PG team developed
a set of templates, each with a particular arrangement of
photos and text. These templates were turned over to the
writing/editing team at Sunset in the form of annotated
PDFs. Each template included word and character counts,
and indicated specific photo placement. The writers and
developmental editors then used these templates as they
finalized the manuscript by selecting an appropriate tem-
plate for each spread, then choosing photos to fit the layout
and writing text to fit the text space allowed in the template.
This allowed for page layouts that had great variety and yet
could still be produced efficiently.

THE FINAL RESULTS

e Two great books
* A satisfied client



